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For MON DAYY, June 14, 1784. 





To the PRIN TE R. 


SIR, 


ARLY on Thurfday morning a friend of mine, walking on 

the Efplenade, Weymouth, picked up the enclofed letter. 
Its addrefs was fo defaced, by having been trod on, that we 
could not make out for whom it was defigned, nor by whom 
written, being only figned with the initials 4. F —As there is 
fomething intelligent in it, I faid to my friend, ‘* Ill put it in 
my pocket, and drop it at Meffrs. Goadbys’ as 1 go through 
Sherborne to-morrow, that they may, if they like it, entertain 
their readers with it.”—lIf it appears, he’ll fee I have kept my 
word, 

Your’s, &e, 
J. L. 


NS ASS ARR ea 


My pear Frienp, 


_1 BEG leave to refer you to my laft, which I clofed the eve- 
ning of my arrival at Salifbury. My little girls were vattly 
pleafed with that place : the neatnefs of the cathedral, the ftu- 
pendous height of its {pire, the pleafing umbrage of the trees in 
the Clofe, and the ftreams that glide through every ftreet, 
ftruck fo forcibly on their little fancies, that they petitioned me 
to fettle there ; it being, as they thouglit, the prettieft place 
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they ever faw : but I could not wound their tender minds, by 
telling them that at that place, at the celebration of St. Cecilia, 
I firtt faw their dear mother, whofe memory daily forces from 
my eyes the forrowful tear, which that fpor, and the recollection 
of thofe happy hoyrs paffed there, would of courfe give freth 
force to thofe expreflive channels of our feelings, that their 
hours, aswell as my own, would be much embittered by it; 
therefore I foon filenced their propenfity of remaining there, by 
telling them that if I acquieiced in their wifhes, it would pre- 
vent us from proceeding on our intended vifit to their uncle in 
Devonhhire. 

Having halted a day, we purfued our journey, and breakfafted 
at Woodyeats, intending to view the magnificent villa of Eaf- 
bury, which I expected, after nine years abfence, to have feen 
greatly improved. When I ordered a chaife for that place, the 
oftler, who I fuppofe thought me a dealer in old timber and 
materials for building, told me he believed all was fold.—— 
«* What, the Grenville eftate fold! Who has purchafed it?” 
replied I. ‘* No,. Sir, (fays he,) I don’t believe the eftate is 
gone ; but the houfe is pulled to pieces, and the rubbith fold to 
pay the expence.” I could not credit what I heard, nor chofe 
to afk him further, left I fhould have detected the fellow in at- 
tempting to be witty with me, which might have coft him a 
broken head, and myfelf fome vexation after it.—I returned to 
my room, rang the bell, and defired the waiter to fend his maf- 
ter to me. The miftrefs came : her information amounted to 
much the fame I learnt from the laconic groom, though in a dif- 
ferent ftile ; for the repeated fuch a number of why’s and where- 
fore’s, that rather puzzled than explained the myflery. 

We got into our carriage, drcve to Blandford, and ordered 
dinner foon, that we might have a comfortable dith of tea at 
Dorchefter ; but taking my little folks about the town whilft 
dinner was preparing, after having traverfed through the prin- 
cipal ftreets, we walked towards the bridge. I was ftruck with 
agreeable furprize, not only on viewing the magnificent edifice 
lately ere€ted by Mr. Portman, but alfo the improvement made 
in the bridge itfelf : it is now widened fome feet, confiderably 
lengthened, and greatly beautified, which renders it ornamental 
as well as ufefal. ‘* My dears, (fays I,) [| have undefignedly 
baulked you in feeing a grand houfe at Eaitbury, therefore I'll 
now gratify you with a fight I had no expectation of feeing my- 
felf: inftead of going to Dorcheiter this afternoon, we will, af- 
ter dinner, vifit this elegant manfion. We accordingly walked 
there, and were highly gratified with the excurfion: we faw an 

clegant, modern, well-built houfe, finifhed more neat than 
° gaudy, 
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gaudy, and where convenience had not been facrificed to idle 
oftentation: it looked like the feat of a gentleman, whofe whim 
and caprice had not put common fenfe to the blufh: the circum- 
jacent meadows, a moft delightful thrubbery, formed on the ridge 
of a fteep hill, in front of the houfe ; the view terminated by 
the new bridge ; the declivity of the hill, exhibiting a beauti- 
ful lawn, pleafantly interfected by fhrubs and trees, and a copi- 
ous meandring river wafhing its banks ; all, all ftrike the eye 
with inconceivable pleafure, exhibiting one of the moft envi- 
able fituations I ever beheld. 

The weather being rather fultry, we travel early, fo reached 
Dorchefter the next day to breakfaft ; which having finithed, 
and the morning unfavourable for walking about the town, I 
told the waiter to order a chaife. ‘* To Weymouth, Sir ?” 
fays he: ** No, we are going further weftward,”’ replied 1.— 
“* Law, papa, (fays Jenny,) how far is Weymouth from 
hence?” I told her ’twas about eight miles, ‘* Do, dear 
papa, let us fee Weymouth, for Mifs Spry was there laft year, 
and fpeaks fo dotingly fond of it, that I wifh you would let us 
fee a Te oblige them, I complied with their humour, and 
immediately drove to Weymouth, 

I was here fome fifteen or fixteen years paft ; but it’s fo meta- 
morphofed, that I really thould not have known it. Asa 
bathing-place, I find it’s quite the toz ; nor do | wonder at it, 
for certainly in that particular ‘it is infinitely fuperior to any 
other place in the kingdom. Tihe fands on which you bathe are 
as fmooth as the carpet in your dining-room ; and it is fo hap- 
pily protected by a range of mountainous bills, which flretch on 
the left from eait to weit upwards of twenty miles, checking the 
northern winds, and on the right by the hills joining to the 
town, and the ifland of Portland, fituated at a little aiftance 
from it, which fo effe€teally repels the winds from that quarter, 
that at all times in the year, and in every hour of the day, you 
may find a fmooth, ferene, and comfortable bathing place.— 
Thé invalid, whofe malady requires the affiftance of a warm 
falt-water bath, will alfo find a commodious one here. Indeed, 
whether health or pleafure is the objeét of its vifitants, 1 know 
not where they can refort to with a greater profpect of gratify- 
ing their withes, as the views from hence are beautifully pictu- 
reique, and the air remarkably pure: as a proof, we have all 
got fach keen appetites, that I am almoft afraid to encourage 
its importunities. 

The town affords a very motly appearance, new houfes having 
been recently built in every part of it ; though it’s to be la- 
mented, without any attention to uniformity, except that part of 
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it called Gloucefter Row, in honour to his royal highnefs, who 
has built a houfe there for his own refidence, Thefe buildings 
are in fome meafure uniform, being all built with brick, near 
the fame height, and preferving a regular line. The centre isa 
{pacious hotel and public rooms, kept by Stacie, of the Bedford 
Arms, London. The others confift of capital lodging houfes, 
fit for the refidence of the firft nobility. ‘Their fituation is de- 
lightfal : the fea in front, and the high extenfive chalky cliffs, 
whofe lofty heads falute the clouds, and wide ftretching arm dips 
its fingers in the horizon, form a pleafing picturefque profpett, 
which both captivates the eye, and feafts the imagination. In- 
deed, we are fo ftruck, fo pleafed with the place, that as foon as 
I have viiited my brother, we are determined to return to it, 
efpecially as here is an excellent fchool lately eftablifhed, which, 
from what I have heard of it, induces me to think I can fix my 
daughters with that fatisfaction, that I traft they will derive every 
advantage that might have been expected from a more expen- 
five education, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the 
pureft air, and the healthieft {pot in the kingdom. 

Our journey has been rendered doubly agreeable, by viewing 
every where, as we paffed, the earth cloathed with that rich ver- 
dure, which plainly and chearfully indicates that plenty is likely 
to blefs the land ; for never was there a more pleafing or better 
profpect of exuberant crops of all kinds of grain and grafs. 

I have {pun out my letter to fuch an immoderate lengch, that 
I have not now time to fay more than that I beg you will do me 
the favour to make mine and my little girls beit compliments to 
your good lady and fifter, and believe me at all times to be mof 
fincerely, 

Your’s, &c, 


M. F. 





The Fata Errecrs of excessive Love: Or, The 
HISTORY of the unfortunate ALIENA. Written by a 


Lapy. 
[Continued from page 539-] 


N {peaking thefe words, he offered to pluck her towards him ; 

and the vile woman of the houfe, who had no regard for any 
thing but her own intereft, in obliging her cuftomers, gueiling 
the lieutenant’s defigns, and perhaps thinking them worle than 
they were in reality, went out of the room and left them toge- 
ther, 


This, 
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This, indeed, quite overcame all the refolution of Aliena ; 
fhe thought fhe faw fomething in the eyes of the lieutenant, 
that, even more than his words, threatened her with all a maid 
of honour and condition had to dread ; and after having ftruggled 
with all her might to get loofe of the hold he had taken ot her, 
threw herfelf at his feet, and, with a flood of tears, and broken 
trembling voice, conjured him to have pity on her, and fuffer 
her to depart. ‘* If ever (faid fhe) you were taught to revere 
virtue in another, or love the practice of it yourielf; if you 
have any kindred whofe chaftity is dear to you, for their fakes, 
and for your own, commiferate a wretched maid, whom chance 
and her own folly alone have thrown into your power.” 

Thefe words, the emphafis with which they were delivered, 
and the a¢tion that accompanied them, made the lieutenant 
(who, as it luckily proved for her, was really a man of honour,) 
fhudder as fhe fpoke them :—he railed her from the pofture the 
had been in with more refpect than indeed, confidering all 
things, fhe cou'd in reafon have expected ; defired the would 
not be under any apprehenfions of his behaving to her in a 
manner fhe could not be brought to approve : but in return for 
that felf-denial, he ftill infifted fhe would make him the confi- 
dent of the motive which had obliged her to expole herfelt to 
the dangers fhe had done. 

“* Alas, Sir, (anfwered fhe, ftill weeping.) as for the dangers 
you mention, and which I have but too cruelly experienced, [ 
never had once a thought of them ; and as for any I might en- 
counter from the inclemency of the winds and waves, I defpifed 
them :—whatever hardfhips I thould have fuftained in the pro- 
fecution of my intended enterprize, would have afforded me 
more pleafure than pain, had fate permitted me to have under- 
gone them concealed :—nay, death itfelf had been welcome, 
had it feized me on board that {hip my heart was bent to live or 
die in :—but endlefs grief and mifery is now my doom, fince 
denied the laft, the only fatisfaction this wide world could give 
me.—Yet pardon me, (continued fhe,) if I cannot let you into 
the fecret of who I am, or what induced me to this ftrange ram- 
ble :—let it, therefore, content you to know I am not of the 
loweft rank of people ;—that my reputation is not altogether 
my own, fince my family will be fufferers by my fault, if known; 
and alfo, that how much foever my difguiting myfelf in this- 
manner may fubject me to yourcenfure, yet my very foul fhrinks 
at difhonour; and that this action, which alone can be al- 
ledged againft me, is a greater difguife to my real principles, 
than my habit has been to my fex.” 

The 
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The lieutenant liftened with all the attention fhe withed ; 
every fy}lable the uttered funk into his foul :—hbis love, his ad- 
miration, his aftonifhment, encreafed every moment ; but tho’ 
he began to fee! more pure flames for her than thofe he teftified 
at his firft information fhe was a woman, yét they were too ardent 
to permit him to let her go from him without giving him fome 
probable hopes of ever feeing her more : he gave a turn, ine 
deed, to his manner of treating her, yet {till gave her to uader- 
ftand he would not part from her without being made privy to 
every thing he withed to know. 

To this poor Aliena anfwered little but with tears ; and while 
he continued prefling, and the evading, a failor came in to ace 
quaint him the captain was arrived : on which he haftily took 
leave ; but, before he left the houfe, charged the landlady, as 
fhe valued his friendfhip, not to let the feeming boy ftir out of 
the room. 

This Aliena was ignorant of, ’till imagining herfelf at li- 
berty, the was going down ftairs, in order to quit a place where 
fhe had nothing but ruin toexpect, when fhe was met by the woe 
man of the houfe, who obliged her to turn back, and then locked 
her into a room, telling her fhe muft flay ’till the return of the 
lieutenant. . 

Now.had this unfortunate creature full liberty to refleé&t on 
the mifchiefs the had brought upon herfelf :—night came on, 
and every moment came loaded with new horrors :—the lieu. 
tenant returned not ; but as fhe was in continual apprehenfions 
of him, the refolved not to pull off her cloaths, nor even ven- 
ture to lie down on the bed, left the thould fall into a fleep, and 
by that means be rendered incapable of refifting any violence 
that might be offered to her. 

All night long did fhe walk about the chamber, in an agony 
of mind which itands in need of no dGefcription, nor can be 
seached by any:—had the window looked into the ftreet, the 
would certainly have jumped out ; but being backwards, her 
efcape would have been no farther than the yard of the fame 
houfe, which, as fhe was wholly ignorant of the paflages, left 
her no room to hope fhe could get through without difcovery. 

A thoufand different ideas rofe in her almoft diftraéted brain : 
fhe feared the lieutenant, and faw no way to avoid him, but by 
the protection of the captain, and how to acquaint him with 
any thing of what had pafled, fhe knew not :—at laft the be- 
thought herlelf of attempting to do it, even by the licutenant 
himfelf ; and accordingly, when he came, as he did pretty early 
in the morning, the faid to him with all the courage fhe could 
affume, “* Sir, you infift on knowing who I am, which I am dee 
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termined to die, rather than comply with : there is but one way 
by which you have a chance of gratifying your curiofity :—be 
the bearer of a letter from me to your captain; he knows me, 
and, if he thinks fit, will inform you of every thing.” 

The lieutenant, on this, began to guefs fomewhat of the 
truth, and agreed to do as fhe defired,; and immediately called 
for pen, ink, and paper, for her ; which being brought, fhe was 
not long writing thede lines : 





“* Jo Captain 9 


«* Unable to fupport your abfence, I followed you in difguife, 
defirous of no other happinefs than to enjoy concealed your 
fight :—an unlucky accident has difcovered me ; your 4rft liew- 
tenant, whofe prifoner I now am, can tell you by what means : 
for heaven’s fake deliver me from his power, that I may either 
return to my father, if he will receive me after this adventure, 
or die with fhame of it in fome obfcure corner of the world.” 


She fubfcribed no name, nor was there indeed any occafion 
for doing it to one fo well acquainted with the characters of her 
hand-writing : the lieutenant fuffered her to feal it, without 
once afking to fee the contents, and gave his word and honour 
to deliver it the fame hour into the captain’s hands, and bring 
whatever anfwer fhould be returned. 

He now, ’tis certain, began to fee a good deal into this ex- 
traordinary affair :—he ro longer doubted but love of the cap- 
tain had been the caufe ; but, ’tis highly probable, imagined 
alfo that more had paffed between that gentleman and his fair 
charge than they in reality were guilty of. 

The generous concern he had for her youth and beauty, how- 
ever, made him impatient to fee in what manner her lover 
would receive this billet ; he therefore hurried away to his 
lodgings, where he was ftrangely furprized to find a great croud 
of officers and other people about the door; and, on his going 
up ftairs, faw the captain, and three gentlemen, whom he knew 
not, engaged in a warm difpute.—The caufe of it was this : 

The family of Aliena had no founer mified her, than ftri& 
fearch was made for her all over the town :—accident at lait 
difcovered where fhe had exchanged her habit, and the difguile 
fhe had made choice of, made them naturally conjecture on 
what defign fhe was gone ; but not being able to imagine that 
fo young and artlefs a maid fhould have undertaken an enters 
prize of this bold kind, concluded the muft have her advifers 
and exciters to it; and who, but the captain, could they fufpect 
of being fo ?—They were, therefore, aflured in their own minds 
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that fome private correfpondence had been carried on between 
them ficce his pretended taking leave :—incenfed againft him, 
as, had their thoughts been true, they would have had the 
higheft reafon, they complained of the infult, and obtained an 
order to fearch the fhip, and force her from this fuppofed be- 
trayer of her honcur:—to this end, they brought proper of. 
ficers with them to Gravefend, and had the affiftance of others 
belonging to that place. 

Before they proceeded to extremities, however, they went to 
the captain’s lodgings, being told on their arrival he was not 
yet gone on board :—at firft the father, an uncle,’and a covfin 
of Aliena’s, who all came down together, remonftrated to him, 
in terms tolerably mild, how ungentlemanlike an action it was 
to delude a young girl of family, and to whom he had made an 
honourable courtfhip, to quit her friends, and accompany him 
in fo fhameful a manner ; but finding he denied all thev ac- 
cufed him of, as well he might, they began to grow extremely 
rough :—the uncle, who had fome intereit at the board of ad- 
miralty, told him he would fhake his commiffion, and many 
fuch like menaces ; which the captain, knowing his innocence, 
was little able toendure, and their mutual rage was exprefling 
itfelf in the higheft terms when the lieutenant entered. 

This gentleman liftened fer fome moments to what was faid, 
without {peaking ; and eafily perceiving, by the repartees on 
both fides, the meaning of what at his firft entrance feemed fo 
aftonifhing, ‘‘ Hold, gentlemen, (cried he to the kindred of 
Aliena,) your paffion has tranfported you too far, and I dare fay 
you will hereafter own to be guilty of an injaftice you will be 
afhamed of, when once the truth comes to be revealed :—I be. 
lieve (continued he) I am the only perfon capable of clearing 
up this myftery ; but before I do fo, beg leave to give a letter to 
my captain, put into my hands this morning ; for the fafe deli- 
very of which I have pawned my honour.” 

Not only the captain, but thofe who came to accufe him, 
were jurprized at what he faid ; but the former taking the let- 
ter haftily out of his hands, and having read it with a great 
deal of real amazement, which | have heard them all allow was 
very vifible in his countenance, walked feveral times about the 
room with a confufed emotion ; then paufed,—then walked 
again, and paufed again, as if uncertain how he fhould behave 
in an exigence which, it muft be owned, demanded fome deli- 
beration ; the father and the uncle of Aliena ftill crying out 
he muft produce the girl, and growing clamorous, {fpleen, pet- 
tifhnefs, or a value for his own charaéter, more than for that of 
the woman he had once pretended to adore, made him throw 
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the letter upon the table in an abrupt manner, and at the fame 
time bad them go in fearch of the perfon they came in queft 
of ; adding, that what was wanting in the young lady, was 
owing to her want of proper education, rather than to any infi- 
nuations or crafts he had practifed on her. 

The father, finding it his daughter’s hand-writing, read it 
with a fhock which is not to be expreffed ; and having given it 
to his brother, cried, ‘* Where,—who is this lieutenant, into 
whofe power my poor unhappy girl has fallen ?” 

** Tam the perfon, (faid the lieutenant,) and, but to clear 
my captain from any imputation of a bafe defign, fhould not 
have fpoke what f now find myfelf obliged to do.” 

He then related in what manner A!liena came to him, the 
earneftnefs with which fhe begged to be entered on board, and, 
in fine, neither omitted nor added to any thing of the truth. 

This ftruck the kindred of Aliena into the utmoft confufion : 
every thing proved his innocence, and, as even I, who am her 
friend, muft own, the folly of this unhappy girl ; all blufhed, 
and hung down their heads, oppreffed with confcious fhame :— 
the captain pitied the confternation they were in, and his heart, 
I cannot but think, throbbed for the condition of Aliena. 
** Come, (faid he to his lieutenant, in as gay a manner as the 
circumftance would admit,) let us go and viiit the lady who it 
feems is your prifoner, and fee what ranfom will be demanded 
for her.” 

The lieutenant made no other anfwer than a low bow, and 
immediately conduéted them, where they found the unfortunate 
Aliena, walking about the room in her boy’s cloaths, diftracted 
in her mind at what reception her letter would find from the 
captain, but little thinking of the new guefts who now entered 
her chamber. 

Oh, dear reader, think and judge what this poor foul muft 
feel, at the fight of her lover, her father, and the neareft of her 
kindred, thus at once prefented to her :—what might have ex- 
cufed her to the one, rendered her criminal to the other; nor 
could the foft impulfe of love coincide with what fhe owed to 
duty, and the decoram of reputation. 

At feeing them thus all together, the fell into faintings, from 
which fhe was recovered but to relapfe again ; and the firft 
words the fpoke were, ‘* I am ruined for ever :—you, Sir, (faid 
fhe to her father,) can never, I am fure, forgive the difhonour I 
have brought upon our family :—and you, (purfued the, turn- 
ing to the captain,) what can you think of the wretched 
Aliena ! This very proof I have given you of my love, the ex- 
tremeft, the tendereft love that ever heart was capable of feel- 
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ing, even you may cenfure as not confiflent with the prudence 
and decorum of my fex: oh, wretched !——-wretched am [| 
every way, by all defervedly abandoned.” 

The condition they faw her in, difarmed her kindred of great 
part of the indignation they had before been full of ; and hear. 
ing the captain teftify abundance of tender concern for the ha- 
zards to which fhe had expofed herfelf for his fake, they with. 
drew to a window, and, after a fhort confultation, defired the 
captain to go with them into another room ; which requeft he 
readily complying with, the father of Aliena told him, that as 
he had courted his daughter, and fo far engaged her affections 
as to be induced by them to take a flep fo contrary to duty and 
reputation, he thought it would become him to filence the re- 
proaches of the world, by marrying her before he embarked, 

The captain not returning an immediate anfwer to this propo. 
ial, gave opportunity to the uncle and coufin of Aliena to fe. 
cond what the father had faid ; and they made ufe of many ars 
guments, to convince him that in honour and confcience he 
ought not to depart and leave her to be expofed to calumny for 
an action, of which he had been the fole caufe. 

To all which, as foon as they had done {peaking, the captain 
replied, that he defired no greater happineis in tife than being 
the hufband of Aliena, provided the duties of his poft had not 
called him fo fuddenly away ; but as he muft not cnly be imme- 
diately fnatched from her arms, but alfo be abfent thence for fo 
long a time, he thought it inconfiftent, either with love or rea- 
fon, to leave her a wife under fuch circumftances :—that if her 
affection was as well rooted as fhe faid it was, fhe would doubt. 
Jéfs have the patience to wait his return, and that if he heard 
nothing on her part which fhould oblige him to change the fen- 
timents he at prefent had, he fhould then himfelf be a petitioner 
for her hand. 

On this they told him, he had no reafon to fufpect the fince- 
rity of her love ; fhe had given but too fubftantial a proof cf 
it, by the mad exploit fhe had undertaken, 

** Do not think me ungrateful, (anfwered he haftily,) if I 
fay it is a proof of the violence of it, which I fee with more 
grief than fatisfaciion ; becaufe actions of this kind cre judged 
by thofe who view them with indifferent eyes, as fomewhat r0- 
mantic, and occafion a good deal of idle ridicule among the 
laughing part of the world :—but (continued he) as conflancy, 
more than vehemence of affection, is requifite to render the con- 
jugal fate a happy one, it is time alone can affure me of felicity 
with the lady in queition ; for which reafon I mutt not think of 
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entering into any bonds of the nature you mention, till after 
my return.” 

This anfwer, determinate as it was, did not make them give 
over ; but all they urged was preaching to the wind, and the 
more they feemed to refent his refufal, the more obftinately he 
perfifted in it ; and they were obliged to leave Gravelend, taking 
with them the difconfolate Aliena, no lefs diffatisfied in their 
minds than when they came into it. 

How changed is now the fate of this young lady !—the idol 
once of her acquaintance, the pity now of fome, and the con- 
tempt of others.—The fearch made for her in town, after her 
elopement, made the affair no fecret: every one talks and 
judges of it according to their different humours ; but few there 
are who put the beft cenitruction :——fenfible of this, fhe rarely 
ftirs abroad, and at home is treated in a manner quite the re- 
verfe of what fhe was accuftomed to before this accident :—her 
father and brothers look on her-as a blemifh to their family, 
and her fifters take every opportunity to reproach her. The 
captain has never wrote to her fince he went, though feveral let- 
ters from him have been received by others :—in fine, "tis ime 
poflible to paint her fituation as truly miferable as it is, 

The captain has certainly behaved to her in a moft ungene- 
rous manner: indeed, had he pofteffed a much fmaller fhare of 
love than he had repeatedly profeffed, or had the even been in- 
different to him, gratitude fhould have made him marry her, 
fince there was no other way to heal the wounds the had given 
her reputation for his fake. Her conduct cannot be entirely de-. 
fended ; but it ought to have appeared, at lealt in the eyes of 
the captain, in no other light than that of a pardonable weak- 
nefs, or flight indifcretion, that fhould have been forgiven on ac- 
count of its being the effect of an extreme affection, which was 
powerful enough to induce a mind, naturally well difpofed, to 
exceed the bounds of prudence, though nothing could thote of 
virtue. 





*," Letter XVII. of The Novelift, will be given in our next. 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


, oy pleafure I have received from the frequent perufal of 

. your entertaining publication, and the general appro- 

bation it has met with from its numerous readers, have rendered 
4Bz2 me 
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me defirous of writing fomething in the fame. If you think 
the following defcription of an evening’s ramble (with which [ 
myfelf was fo much delighted) will afford the leaft pleafure to 
any of your readers, you will: do me the greateft favour by in. 
ferting it in your Agreeable and Inftructive Repofitory, 
lam, 
SIR, 
Your’s, &c. 
CONTEMPLATIONIS AM4TOR. 


Crewkerne, May 29,1784. 





owe 


A FEW days fince, as I was walking alone in the fields near 
this town, I received the greateit pleature and amufement in 
contemplating with myfelf on thofe beautiful {peétacles, which, 
at thattime, prefented themfelves around me in all the verdant 
drefles of nature. I was for a long time ftruck with the greatelt 
admiration, and my mind feemed, as it were, to be wandering 
up and down in a moft delightful garden of flowers. -Some- 
times it feemed defirous of catching at one thing—fometimes at 
another. I could not but confider the great alteration and dif- 
ferent clothing every thing then appeared in to what they dida 
few weeks betore, when I enjoyed che pleafure of the fame walk. 
Encouraged by the coolnefs of the air, and the beautiful afpea 
of the whole country, I afcended an hill adjoining to the flowery 
grove in which I was now amufing myfelf. Upon my arrival on 
its f{ummit, my curiofity heightened to the greateft degree. All 
nature feemed to {mile around me, and every thing now appeared 
to much greater advantage. The verdure of the trees and fields 
feemed to be more brilliant than before, and the glorious rays of 
the fun had the fineft reflection on the ponds of water. The 
fweet melody of the birds, the lowings of the oxen, the bleating 
of the theep, and the diftant falls of water, all joined together in 
harmonious concert, During this interval I feemed to be tranf- 
ported, as it were, into the grandeft orcheftra. I reflected on 
the beautiful fcene and on the pleafing rutticity of the country 
for near an hour; and being fo much delighted with my con- 
templations, I could not help exclaiming in the words of the 
prince of Roman poetry, where he is {peaking concerning the 
praifes of a ruitic life, and the pleafures enjoyed by the hul- 
bandmen: 

At fecura quies, et nefcia fallere vita, 


Dives opum variarum ; at latis otia fundis, ’ 
Speluncay 
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Speiunca, vivique lacus ; at frigida Tempe, 
Mugitufque boum, molle/que Jub arbore fomni 
Non abjunt. 





Geor. Il. v. 457, &c. 


And again, 
Rura mihi et rigui placeant in vallibus amnes ; 
Flumina amem Jylva/que inglorius. 


Geor. II. v. 485, &c. 


As fo entertaining and ufeful a publication as this falls into 
the handsof many who may be unacquainted with the Roman 
language, I doubt not but that a tranflation of the above paflages, 
taken from one of the molt polite writers of the prefent age, 
would be very acceptable to them; I fhall therefore make no 
apology for inferting the fame : 


Yet calm content, fecure from guilty cares, 

Yet home-felt pleafure, peace, and ret, are their’s; 
Leifure and eafe, in groves and cooling vales, 
Grottoes and bubbling brooks, and darkfome dales ; 
The lowing oxen, and the bleating theep, 

And under branching trees delicious fleep. 





Me may the lowly vales and woodlands pleafe, 
And winding rivers, and inglorious eafe !— 





But to return to the hiftory of my perambulation. I re- 
mained on the brow of the above-mentioned hill ’till the fet- 
ting of the fun, which caft a moit beautiful refle€tion over the 
whole face of nature —The animals now returned to their re- 
fpetive homes, the cattle to cheir ftalls, and the birds to their 
nefts ; but ftill nature preferved its ufual brilliant {fplendour.— 
Had [I been fituated on the mountain of Parnaffus, or in the 
flowery paths of the mutes, it would have been a thing impof- 
fible for me to have received greater pleafure and amuf:ment. 

Juit after fun-fet I defcended, and retired to the neighbour- 
ing wood, where the motion of the trees (for the wind was now 
raifed) produced fo noble, and yet fo melancholy an harmony, 
that my whole frame of body feemed to glow with extacy and 
enthufiafm. 

Struck with the awful folemnity of this venerable fcene, I 
paffed through it towards home, revolving all the way in my 
mind thofe beautiful and various objects of nature which I had 
the pleafure of beholding in the fpace of a few hours.—In the 

midit 
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midft of thefe my intellectual fpeculations, I began to confider 
with myfelf how much we frail mortals are indebted to that Di- 
vine and Almighty Being, who is the fole fountain and bene- 
factor of all things. 

What heart can conceive, or what tongue can {peak the great- 
nefs and wonderful works of the Creator of the univerfe |——— 
Behold the fithes of the fea, the birds of the air, the animals of 
the earth, nay, every thing under-the heavens, both animate 
and inanimate !Do they not all confefs their origin, and have 
they not all fome marks of the greatnefs of their Creator >—Do 
we not oftentimes hear the thunder rolling over our heads, the 
boifterous winds blowing from the four quarters of the globe, 
and fee the lightnings from the poles? Dowe not fee the hail, 
the fnow, and rain, defcending from the clouds ?—Do we not 
fee the great and daily encreafe of the herbs of the field, and 
the productions of the earth *—Are thefe things in the power 
of that frail and mortal being, man ?—-No.—But are they not 
under the immediate direction of God ?—Are they not fuffici- 
ent and infallible proofs of the divine power and exiftence ?— 
How much then is it our duty to praife him, and to do all things 
in our power which feem pleating to his Divine Majefty !— 
How {con can he cut off the fatal thread of life, and transform 
the univerfe into its original chaos !—-And yet, what ingrati- 
tude inhabits the breaft of man !—Inftead of being grateful to 
his Maker, he too often entirely neglects him. 

Such were my contemplations, and {uch were the delights I 
enjoyed.—I now arrived at home, and I muft confefs that I re- 
ceived much more pleafure in thofe few hours only, than ever I 
did in all my life before. 

1 fhall now beg leave to conclude with a few obfervations on 
the utility of contemplation in general. Nothing can be more 
agreeable, and at the fame time more ufeful to mankind, than 
contemplation, when the mind is fully prepared for its recep- 
tion.— ‘hen a man is furrounded with a variety of objects, he 
is at a lofs which to make the fubje€t of his mufe:—the mind, 
quite difordered, naturally traverieth to and fro in contempla- 
tion ; or, in the language of the great Cicero, ‘* late longeque 
peregrinatur.— The variety of fcenes which nature at once pre- 
fents before the eye, are fo many, that the mind is rendered 
quite changeable; one moment it is delighted with the pleafing 
charms of one thing; the next, perhaps, is overcome by thoie 
of another, 

When a man refleéts on all the vifible and beautiful objects of 
nature, it becomes agreeable to him, by finding employment to 
fill wp thofe hours he may otherwife be apt to fool away in 

idlenefs, 
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idlenefs, or things affording no ufe ; and it alfo becomes ufeful 
to him, becaufe he is furnifhing the mind with fublime thoughts 
of nature, which may prove of the greateft fervice to him in 
future life. 





BON MOT o GEGRGE S~LW—N. 


Ti is pretty generally known, amongft the ladiesof a certain 
defcription, that lord D——e wears what are commonly 
called fai/e calves to his legs. Being, fome time fince, at a ball 
where George was prefent, as well as fome tittcring, frolick- 
fome girls, one of the moft fprightly amongft them offered to 
wager a pot of coffee, that there was a nobleman in company 
who always carried a pincufhion or two about him. This ex- 
traordinary propofal was at firft laughed at as highly ridiculous, 
and a mere rhodomontade ; however, another of the ladies ac- 
cepted the wager; when the propofer of the bett availed herfelf 
of an opportunity of fticking half a dozen pins in each of his 
lordfhip’s legs, penetrating the fictitious calves. ‘The laugh at 
this extraordinary adventure foon became general, his lordthip 
footing it away pincufbion leg fathion, ’till at length it reached 
George, who, fmoking the jelt, during the recefs of dancing, 
approached his lordfhip, and thus addreffed him, ‘* My lord, 
you have a fine ftout leg, which is agreed on all hands; nay, I 
may fay it is more invulnerable than Achilles’s tendon ; for, by 
G—d, itis pin proof—(pointing) Ecce fignum.” 





REFLECTION &. 


END not to him who is mightier than thyfelf; if thou 
doft, count it loft. 
He muft be imprudent indeed, who makes his phyfician his 
heir, 





ANECDOTES of EDWARD the CONFESSOR,. 

ING Edward reclining one day on his bed, fomewhat in- 
K difpofed, with the curtains nearly drawn round about him, 
one of his courtiers came into the chamber, and finding the 
king’s cafket open, which Hugoline the chamberlain, who had 
juft gone out of the room, had accidentally left fo, he took out as 
much money as he could well carry, and went away. 

Initigated 
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Inftigated by an infatiable avarice, he foon returned ; and find- 
ing every thing in the fame fituaiion, and no interruption likely 
to enfue, he again filled his pockets. He even did fo a third 
time; when the king, who had laid ftill, and patiently beheld 
the pilfering of the courtier, could no longer contain himéfelf, but 
fpoke to him in the following manner: ‘* I think you had bet- 
ter (faid he, calling him by his name, which has not devolved 
to us) be content with what you have got, and retire whilft you 
are well; for if Hugoline returns and finds you here, you may 
not only be obliged to refund, but the theft may coft you your 
life.” 

The courtier, alarmed at the found of his royal mafter’s voice, 
and terrified at his admonitions, haftened away with the utmof 
fpeed. No fooner was he gone than the chamberlain came in, 
and finding a confiderable deficiency in the cafh he had left, be. 
gan to be much alarmed; which the good-natured king per- 
ceiving, bid him not be uneafy at the lofs, as he that had it 
ftood more in need of it than he did. 

Though this incident may be confidered as an act of fuch 
fimplicity as will not ftand the teft of ridicule, yet it was a proof 
of the king’s great good-nature and moderation. 





THE following ftory confirms not only that king Edward pof- 
efled the quality of good-nature and moderation, which were 
difplayed in foeminent a degree in the foregoing trivial incident, 
but affords an inftance of his humanity and goodnefs of heart, 
on a more important event. 

Being arrived in England witha powerful army from Nor- 
mandy, in order to recover the kingdom for his father Ethelred, 
who had been expelled by the Danes ; as he lay encamped near 
the Danith forces, thofe who commanded under him made light 
of their enemies. In the height of their confidence they aflured 
Edward, who was at this time a young man, that they would 
not oaly make an eafy conqueft for him, but would take care 
that not one Dane fhould be left alive. 

The young prince no fooner heard this declaration, than he 
exclaimed, ‘* God forbid that the throne from which my father 
had been driven, fhould be recovered for me, who am but one 
man, by the death of fo many thoufands. It is beticr that I lead 
a life, private and unftained with blood, than purchafe fovereigaty 
at fuch a price.” 

He accordingly gave orders for breaking up his camp; and 
returning into Normandy, remained there till a train of events 
feated him, without bloodfhed, on the throne of his father. 

HIS 
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THIS memorable king died in the year 1065, and was 
buried in Weftminfter Abbey, where his tomb is yet to be 
fen. ‘Towards the latter part of his reign, he built himfelf a 
goodly houfe in Effex, to which he gave the name of Have-he- 
ring. This denomination the place itill retains, with very little 
alteration, being only abbreviated into Havering. 

In this feat that pious prince ufed to take great delight, becaufe 
being woody and folitary, it fuited the religious turn of his 
mind, and afforded him an opportunity of indulging himfelf in 
thofe devotional exercifes which conttituted his greateft pleafure. 

During the age of monkifh ignorance and fuperttition, every 
incident, efpecially thofe which happened to fuch kings as were 
the patrons and favourers of the priefts, was attended witha 
miracle. It is accordingly related, that Edward finding himfelf 
greatly difturbed in his meditations and prayers by the fongs of 
the ighengelee, with which the groves abounded wherein the 
houfe was fituated, he earneftly petitioned the Almighty to re- 
move them to a greater diftance, that his mental intercourfe with 
him might not be thus obftructed. In confequence of this peti- 
tion (as it ftands recorded by the original writer of the king’s 
life), a nightingale was never after heard to fing in the park, 
notwithflanding great numbers continued to frequent the woods 
which lay adjacent to it. 





Anfwer, by Taffo, of Briftol, to Arion’s Queftion inferted 
December 29. 


THE given equation may be transformed to this one, 
Xt— 4x3 4x>—4x*+8x—=—3=a, which is mani- 
feltly = x*—2x)*—4xx*—2x—=—a; whence, by the 


— = 


etablithed rule for quadratics, x*—2x=2+ ¥4—a; and 





from this we obtain x12 3 4—a, which is a ge- 
Neral expreffion for the 4 values ot x, let the value of a 
be whatfoever number. —_In the prefent cafe the roots are 
SmI, tt/2andi—/2. Butthe tour values may be 
otherwile very eafily found, from the particular equation 
Propoied ; for adding 1 to each fide of the equation, each 
fide is a com:pleat fquare ; and by extracting the iquare 
Toot we have x*—=-2xX—2—=4, of x?—2x—=3, where the 
foots are gand—1. Then dividing the givea equation 
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by X—3—=0, and the refulting quotient by x +1=0, there 
finally refults x*—2x=4, and the root 1+ 4/2, and 
1/2. 

Having given a general equation for the values of x in 
the firft method, it may not be thought improper to fay a 
few words refpeting the value of a. 

And, firft, If ais greater than 4, all the 4 roots will be 
impofhble. 

Secondly, When a=4, the equation has two pair of 
equal roots, viz. 1+ 473, 1+ 73, I= 73, and I= 7% 

Thirdly, if ais lets than—5, two roots will be ime 
poflible. 

Fourthly, Whena=—5, the roots are 1+ 4/6, r— 
0,1, and fr. 

Fifthly, Hence it may be obferved, that all the roots 
will be real when ais not greater than 4 or leis than —s5, 
except when it iso. 

Laftly, When a=o the roots are 1+ 5, I— 5, and 


ait 
2 anc Oc 





Anfwer, by Taffo, of Briflol, to the Queftion copied fram 
Carnan’s Ladies’ Diary, and inferted, at his Requef 
Fanuary 20. 
T ET x,y,z, andv=the fums fpent by a knight, mer- 
4 chant, citizen, and lawyer refpectively ; then we have 
20x 4-24y +1724+15¥=80,7x=I10y, 5y —8z, and gz= 
13v; whence 1s found y>7x+10, 2=7x+16, and v= 
63x+208 ; therefore 20x+4+84x+5+ RIQx+16+4 945% 
20% =80; reduced x= 1.63999, & hence y = 16147993 
Z=0.71749, 2ud v=-0.49672; fothat each knight tpent 
1]. 128. gd. half-penny ; each merchant 11, 28. 11d. half 
penny; each citizen 14s. 4d. and each lawyer gs. 11d. 
nearly. 





, Ci seg eee ee "ay Pin. 
Anjwer, by a Coaftant Reader, to the Enigma taken from the Gen 
theman’s Diary, and inferted April 5. 


K/ HEN Pheroah’s daughter (and her maid 
Attending on her) as fhe ttray’d, 


° Not 
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To bathe down by the river’s fide, 
An ark of Bull-RUSHES efpy’d. 
Obedient, as fhe near it ftepp’d, 
A babe lifts up its voice and wept: 
The helplefs infant pity mov’d, 
Which when the princefs faw the lov’d ; 
And as her tender care begun, 
Moles the nurs’d up as her fon. 
Example take, ye gentle fair, 
Be helplefs innocents your care, 
Humanity your actions guide, 
Compaffion o’er your hearts prefide : 
Thefe far outfhine the diamond’s blaze: 
Soft pity’s mild refplendent rays 
To female {weetnets luftre brings ; 
’Tis pleafing to the king of kings. 
41/* We have received the like anfwer from Arion, of Bath; 
Taflo, of Briftol ; W. Gafs, of Street ; and Marcus. 





A QUESTION, by Tafa, of Brifial. 


REQUIRED the fum of nterms of the feries 163+ 
2.5 + 3-7 + 4.9, &c. 





POETS enigmatically exprefiid, by Taff, of Briftol. 


ie WO-FIFTHS of to falute, and an affirmation. 
2. One-third of powerful, and half of a kind of turf. 
3- Three-fevenths of gaily, and four-fevenths of a diltemper. 
4. Half of ficcity, and three-fevenths of a freeman. 
5. Three-fourths of to contract, and three-fourths of an accent. 
6. Half a falfe pretence, two-fifths of to eltablif, anda 
weight. 
7+ Two-thirds of a knapfack, and two-fifths of to deftroy. 
8. Three-fevenths of original, and a colour in heraldry, 
9. Two-fevenths of a round building, and one-third of a 
fmall animal, 
10. Half of heretofore, and three-fourths of fufpended. 
11. Half of an enfign of authority, and half a {mall poem. 
12. Three-fourths of oftentation, and to-vex. 
13- Two-ffths of a fly gazer, one-third of unlawful, and 
three-fourthVof a profpeét. 
14 Four-ninths of a repaft, and half of toinfinuate, 
4C2 Ain 
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4n ANAGRAM, by S. M. O. of Shaftefbury. 


RANSPOSE what Belinda the fair learns to do, 
And what fhe’s to Celadon you will then view. 





4 REBUS, dy Tafa, of Brifiel. 


HE produétion of kine with difcretion tranfpofe, 
And one letter changing, a fith ’twill difclofe, 





An ENIGMA, by F.8. of Shepton Mallet. 


fe vant prying youths of Britannia’s fair nation, 
To liften awhile to the following narration 
Of one that, ’tis clear, is as old as creation, 
Or even old time, I might venture to fay, 
For of him, tis well known, that I firft led the way: 
Old time will, ere long, be no more, we are fure, 
But e’en to eternity I fhall endure. 

To their private apartments the ladies think fit, 
Without any reluctance, me, gents, to admit ; 
With their fecre's they truft me; and I, like a friend 
Ever true to their int’reft, do ftritly attend ; 
Nay, if friends are all vanith’d, and money quite fpent, 
It is by my aid they enjoy fweet content. 

That I’m given to ftrife there’s not one can confute, 
Yet, what feems incredible, ever am mute. 
I am fuch an odd and prepofterous creature, 
That but one thing’s like me in th’ whole fcale of nature. 
With you I partake {now believe me) of breath, 
And am too, moft certainly, fubjeé to death 
?Tis true, I'll affure you, though ftrange it appears, 
That I’m not feen above once in ten years ; 
But of late I a proverb quite common am grown, 
Which in city and town e’en by children is known ; 
And, reader, (as my tale to an end may be brought) 
I’]l affure you this infant I am in your thought. 
Now I verily think that the deuce muft be in it, 
If you don’t find me out in the {pace of a minute. 


ee ee 


Deceit is not the anfwer to Sobrius’s Enigma inferted April 26 5 
but if G. B, will fend the fable he mentions, it foall be inferted. 
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Orn TEMPERANCE, 
[From Mafon’s Tranflation of Frefnot’s Art of Poetry.) 


O temperance our livelieft powers we owe, 
She bids the jadgment wake, the fancy Sow 3 
For her the artift fhuns the fuming teaft, 
The midnight roar, the Bacchanalian gueft, 
And feeks the fofter opiates of the foul, 
The focial circle, the diluted bowl ; 
Crown’d with the freedom of a fingle life, 
He flies domettic din, litigious ftrite ; 
Abhors the noify haunts of buftling trade, 
And fteals ferene to folitude and fhade ; 
Here, calmly feated in his village bower, 
He gives to nobleit themes the ftudious hour, 
While genius, practice, contemplation, join 
To warm his foul with energy divine. 
For paltry gold fet pining mifers figh, 
His foul invokes a nobler deity ; 
Smit with the glorious avarice of fame, 
He claims no lef than an immorta! name: 
Hence on his fancy juit conception thines, 
True judgment guides his head, true tafte refines, 
Hence ceafelefs toil, devotion to his art, 
A docile temper, anda generous heart ; 
Docile, his fage preceptor to obey, 
Generous, his aid with gratitude to pay, 
Blefs’d with the bloom of youth, the nerves of health, 
And competence, a better boon than wealth. 


To 
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SIR, 


OUR inferting the following lines in your Weekly Enter. 
tainer, perhaps may not be unacceptable to many of your 
readers, and will particularly obiige, 
SIR, 
Your very humble fervant, 
Je MACEY., 
Plymouth, May 28, 1784. 





Elegy on the much lamented Death of William Shepherd, of Ply« 
mouth, Efq; an eminent Baize-Maker and Merchant, who, 
after a lingering Illnefs, borne with the noble Fortitude of a 
truly pious Chriftian, refigned his Soul into the Hands of bis 
Creator, on the 25th Day of May, 1784, in the 55th Year of 
bis Age. 


Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laft end be like his. 
NUMB. XxXilI. 104 


ASSIST, O mufe! whilft I attempt 
Thefe ftrains in humble verfe ; 
Nor let thy aid in vain be lent 
To foothe the forrowing breaft, 


Let venal minds, by favour won, 
Proclaim fiétitious deeds ; 

Afcribe to greatnefs things not done $ 
Their flatt’ry ill fucceeds, 


Be mine to foar beyond the flight 
Of flatt’ry’s fawning brood ; 

To {purn the man whofe tow’ring height 
Is built on wealth or blood, 


I'd heaps of glitt’ring gold defpife, 
And treat with cold difdain 

The poor poffeflor of thofe toys 
Where virtue did not reign. 


Not 
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Not thus the man whofe facred worth 
T now attempt to tell ; 

But language fails to fet him forth, 
Who liv’d and dy’d fo well. 


Divinely blefs’d by providence, 
His talent he improv’d, 

Whilft ftreams of faccour flow’d from thence, 
Both loving and belov’d ; 


For thoufands felt his lenicat hand, 
And drew from him their bread ; 

Not as his vaffals at command 
Who fear’d his courts to tread ; 


But as a fhepherd guards his theep, 
With conftant watchful care: — 

How anxious did he itrive to keep 
Their feet from ev’ry fnare ! 


«* Here, tyrant mafter, view in him 
«* What thou may’ft with to be: 

«« A man belov’d, rever’d, efteem’d ;—= 
** That’s not the cafe with thee.” 


Never an object in diftrefs 
Implor’d his aid in vain ; 
The widow and the fatherlefs 

Were fure his he!p to gain. 


Not bounded by a narrow mind, 
Nor ¢ grudging] y beftow’d, 

Each portion, dealt fo n obly kind, 
Like nectar, {weetly flow’d. 


No fect or party were forbid 
To fhare his earthly boon:— 
Should fech rich bounty now be hid, 
The night might bluth at neon. 


Ingratitude his foul abhorr’d ; 
Nor envy’d others blifs : 

His God he rev’rently ador’d ; 
His will alone was his. 


Chrift’s 
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Chrift’s church was his peculiar care, 
Of ev’ry name or fect ; 

Nor did his bounty ever fpare 
Such buildings to erect. 


** Ye blinded bigots, who purfue 
** And boaft you of a name, 

s¢ A noble leffon here for you— 
«* Admire, adopt the fame.” 


Religious duties mark’d his life ; 
Scarce ever difcompos’d : 

Happy was once his virtuous wife, 
But what has the now loft ! 


His offspring tenderly he lov’d, 
And with paternal care 

Their infant minds he well improv’d 
In duty, praife, and pray’r, 


O may his precepts long remain 
Imprinted on their hearts, 

That they may not have learnt in vain, 
Nor from them e’er depart. 


Thrice happy family! which contain’d 
A blefling fo divine : 

Thank heav’n he has fo long remain’d, 
Nor murmur nor repine, 


Perhaps he’s itill your guardian friend, 
Whilft praife is his employ, 

In realms, where blifs fhall never end, 
Where pleaiures never cloy. 


Sufpend your grief, ye mourning fwains, 
Who felt his goodnets here ; 

Or, whilit a grateful fenie remains 
Indulge the falling tear. 


But whilit you mourn his feeming crofs 
Let this allay your pain; 

Your irrecoverable lois 
Is his eternal gain. 








